[bookmark: _GoBack]Directions for Parents Supporting Their Children Using WriteToLearn™
Student Name_________________________________________
WriteToLearn Username ________________________________
WriteToLearn Password _________________________________ 
Directions for Accessing WriteToLearn™ at Home. 
1. Log onto your computer. Connect to the Internet. 
2. Go to your student login site. Here is the student login link for your school district: 
_______________________________
3. When you open up the page, it will look like this. Your school name will appear in the yellow highlighted line. Enter the username and password from the top of this page into the correct boxes. 

[image: ]

4. Click on Let’s Go! to arrive at a page with the student assignments. Students may work on any of that are listed as long as they have tries left, but be sure to read information from the child’s teacher in case the teacher suggests a specific activity.  There are two kinds of writing activities available, essay and summary. Here are some examples of assignments that may show up, starting with an essay aligned to the College and Career Reading Standards.

[image: ]The name of this essay assignment (and others) is at the very top of the assignment box, and the class from which it is assigned is directly below the name of the prompt. CCR 5 stands for the five college and career ready elements used on the ISASPs. If the prompt is not followed by CCR-5, it is aligned to the 6-Traits of Writing, another very useful writing rubric. Both are scored by the same Pearson scoring engine, but use the language of each specific rubric when providing feedback. 
The yellow tag indicates the teacher has made a comment on the student’s writing. Click on the link to see the comment.







This is what will come up after clicking on the link to see teacher feedback. Click on the electronic sticky note toward the bottom of the essay and feedback will appear that the teacher has entered into the program. 
[image: ]
Click on the electronic sticky note, and teacher feedback will appear on the page. 
[image: ]

Here is the view of other sorts of assignments, an essay aligned to the 6 Traits of Writing and a summary activity. 
[image: ]This summary activity asks HS students to write a summary of the Declaration of Independence. By clicking on the blue View Summary link, students will see the text of the Declaration to read.  When finished reading, students click a green Write Summary link on the right side of the page, which will take them to the site where the student writes. This student has used up all of the tries available and can’t write on this activity anymore.  Some summary activities include vocabulary exercises that must be completed before the reading or writing can be started. More about that in the summary writing directions.

This is an essay prompt and the scoring on this assignment aligns to the 6-Traits of Writing. Students will know that because the CCR-5 is not listed in the icon associated with the prompt. Once again, the prompts are scored by the same scoring engine, which adjusts the feedback to the language of each individual writing framework. The newer prompts use the CCR-5, but both alignments provide excellent feedback to students and helpful instructional information to teachers. 

[image: ]



Student Essay Writing 
Once students click into an essay activity, this is what they will see when they start a new essay activity. First we’ll start with the upper right corner of the page.  
In the right hand corner of the page, students can choose in which language they would prefer to receive directions,   English, Spanish, or simplified Mandarin Chinese. Notice the drop down menu with English. Everything but the directions will always be in English. So,  if students need directions other than English, they are available in the drop down menu. 
[image: ]
Next is the rest of the page. Everything in red is a direction. 
These questions below help students get started and  think through the essay as they write.
Below is the prompt to which the student will write.


[image: ]Once you have written your initial draft, you click on Feedback in the blue box in the bottom left hand corner. The scoring engine will have a look and your scores will populate on the right side of the page. See below. This is the box in which the student writes. 
At the bottom of this box, notice “6 Tries Left.” That means the teacher has provided 6 chances to edit the writing. That number cannot be changed once it has been assigned.  
Notice the expected word count at the bottom right.  As the student writes, the number of words will populate at the bottom. 
Click on Get Feedback once each draft is completed.. 
Above is a tool bar. To hear a word or sentence, highlight it and click on the arrow directly above this box. A computer-generated voice will read the highlighted word or sentence.  To stop the sound, click on the box to the right of the arrow.
To translate directions into Spanish or simplified Mandarin Chinese, click on the world icon. Choose the language preferred.
To access a dictionary definition, click on the book. A picture dictionary is also available for some words to the right of the book. 
To  highlight text with color, first select preferred text with the cursor. Then click on the marker and choose the prefered color and the highlighted content will turn the color selected
The vane can be used to move the tool bar around/ 
Click on any of the blue buttons below for more help. There is no auto correct. Under “Other Tools” the student will find help with how to write the essay assigned. 




Below is an example of a student who has written a first draft. Notice at the bottom of this draft, the student has 5 tries left and has written 258 words. The scoring this student earned is on the right. The student is proficient Overall, as well as in Task and Focus, Language and Style, and Conventions. The student can click on the green Explore buttons and orange Improve buttons behind the writing elements on the far right and get helpful information about each element and some things you might consider in subsequent drafts.  The student is finished when the score for Overall and the traits is 4 (or 6 in some rubrics) or have run out of tries. 
[image: ]
Remember this is a writing practice tool. It’s not perfect, but it’s a great way to practice writing. Learning to write takes a lot of practice, just like learning math facts, playing the piano, becoming a good reader,  or becoming an excellent soccer player. Scoring writing is the activity teachers do that uses up enormous amounts of time. One teacher said she spends 20 hours weekly outside of school scoring her high school students’ writing. This program helps teachers with that overwhelming, time-consuming task. 
 


Student Summary Writing 
When you click on the word Summary two or three choices will come up: Vocabulary, Reading, and Summary. In this lesson, all three come up. Please start with Vocabulary. 
[image: ]
Click on Begin on the next screen. 
[image: ]
[image: ] If there is a vocabulary exercise accompanying the summary activity, the student must complete that before moving on. Some don’t have the vocabulary exercise and the student goes directly to the reading. 

[image: ]The students read the question and choose the answer they think is accurate. 

[image: ]This student tried three times before getting the correct answer, so she only received one point. The definition pops up after two tries. The student then goes to next. When the student is finished it will invite that student to read the essay and when that task is finished to write the essay. 

[image: ]At the completion of the vocabulary exercise, the student can practice and do the exercise again, or go to the reading. The students should click on the choice they prefer or the parent or teacher recommends.

Below is a clip about from a summary activity entitled Climate and Weather. You will notice the reading on the right, which is longer than the clip shows. Notice the underlined words in blue and the blue non-underlined text near them. The underlined word, for example weather, has a link to the definition. Also, the blue text is the definition found in the selection. Also notice that climate is highlighted. If a student wishes to remember the definition of a word, in this case climate, the student can highlight the sentence and then go to the tool bar, click on the highlighter, choose the preferred color, and the sentence will be highlighted. Once the student has read the article, the student can click on the green bar on the right, Write Summary, and go to the writing activity. 
[image: ]
Here is a summary writing page with one try already used. Notice the alignment on the right is to the content of the article not the CCR-5 or the 6-Traits of Writing. 
[image: ]

Hints
· As students write drafts, they should work to develop a strong introduction. The body of the essay should have lots of good information supporting the introduction. The conclusion should be a nice summary of what was written in the introduction and the body.
· Use the feedback behind each of the elements in essay writing to improve the writing performance. If the essay activity is aligned to the 6 Traits of writing, when the students click into the information following the elements, they will find examples of what good writing looks like, among other explanations of the elements. 
· Use the feedback behind each of the sections in summary writing. Remember that you can click back and forth between the article and the summary. You don’t need to remember everything in the article. Most of the summaries are broken into parts in the article. The summary will expect students to summarize each part of the article.
· If the writer uses a lot of proper nouns in the writing, they may need to give those nouns some context. For instance instead of saying, Jennifer shot an arrow into Galveston, they might write this:  Jennifer, the leader of the opposition, shot an arrow into Galveston, the city where the center of the opposition government resides.  
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Analyze a Theme

Think of 2 novel, short story, essay or poem that sends  message
(or theme) to readers. Write an essay showing how the author
uses plot, characters, images, language, and other techniques to
convey the message. Then give your own opinion of the theme.
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Tips  Think about it.

What is the piece of writing that you
want to write about?

Is there a clear theme that you have
in mind to discuss?

What is the best way to structure your
writing to analyze the theme?
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Learn Vocabulary

This exercise will help you master the vocabulary words in the Foundations of
Geography: 2.3 Climate and Westher reading assignment.

Choose the words that best complete the following sentences.
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Weather or Climate?

Every morming, most people check the weather before they get dressed. Butin
some parts of India, people have very serious reasons for watching the weather
o the condition of the air and sky from day to day. In parls of India, it rains
only during one time of year. No ane living there wants the rainy days to end too
s00n. That rain must fill the wells with enough fresh water to last for the e
year

summary ©

In India, people are concemed about precipitation , or water that falls to the
ground as rain, sleet, hail, or snow. When you get dressed in the moming,
you may want to know the temperature , or how hot or cold the a
Weather is mainly measured by temperature and precipitation.

The climate of a place is the average weather over many years. Cliimate is
not the same as weather. Weather is what people se from day to day. Climate
is what usually happens from year to year.
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Climate and weather are different.

Draft 2

Climate is what the weather is over time. In Towa, we have cold
winters and hot summers. That defines our climate.

Westher is what happens for  short time. For instance, we may
have a blizzard, but that doesn't define our whole climate. It just
an event. All our weather events make up the climate.

Our geography helps determine our cimate and weather. if we live
by water, the currents and moisture from the lake or ocean can
influence weather. It always snows 2 whole bunch in Buffalo, New
York. That's because they live on Lake Erie.

Weather and climate are different but both are importnat.
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Feedback for Draft 1

You should improve your summary. Use the bars below
to see where to focus your effort.
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Weather or Climate?, Why Climates Vary

Oceans and Climates

Raging Storms

Check
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Class: Olesen Demo Class.
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Response with Teacher Comments @

Student:
Prompt:
Length:

Student10, Demo (Demos10)
Ban on Plastic Bags - CCR 5
255 words.

Date/Time: Wed Mar 18 2020, 11:13 pm
Content:

I support a city ban on plastic bags. it takes 400 to 1000 years for plastic bags to break
down, according to Conserving Now, an environmental group in Nevada. At the rate’
we're using them, 500 billion to 1 trilion annually, they wil soon take over our planet.
Because of the problems they cause to the environment, T think they should be banned.

‘Some people think banning them is 3 bad idea. Grocers like them because they're
cheaper than paper sacks. Grocers have @ low profit-margin and need to cut costs when
they can. People find them easy to use and then just throw them away. They like the

But convenience isn't everything! Plastic bags are poisoning our planet. As convenient as
they are to use, f we choose the plastic bags over the ban, they wil kil even more
animals than they do today. Our ecosystem will be disrupted and pretty soon no one will
be able to live on our planet.

Plastic bags don't become part of the soil. They break down into tiny plastic pieces and
polute our soil, rivers, lakes, and oceans where animals eat them and die. Humans also.
end up ingesting them when we drink water and they have even been found on
‘vegetables and in animal meat. Some researchers say 100,000 sea turtles die annually
from ating plastic.

‘easy for citizens to take big reusable bags into the grocery store to put their

Groceries in. If we all do that, we can make 3 start at saving the environment.





image4.png
éwriteToLeorno QB P> EHO®MN

Pe
®
+

Comment on Student Response @
Student:

Prompt:
Length:
Date/Time:
Content:

Student10, Demo (Demos10)
Ban on Plastic Bags - CCR 5
255 words.

Wed Mar 16 2020, 11:18 pm

I support a city ban on plastic bags. it takes 400 to 1000 years for plastic bags to break
down, according to Conserving Now, an environmental group in Nevada. At the rate
we're using them, 500 billion to 1 trilion annually, thex o tal

Because of the problems they cause to the environme
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from eating plastic.

% it casy for citizens to take big reusable bags into the grocery store to put their

groceries in. If we all do that, we can make 3 start at saving the environment.
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